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Table A1: Technical overview of housework studies reviewed 

N°  
Year of 
publication 

Countries 
Method          
(Regression) 

Data 
Year of  
data collection 

Dependent variables 
(DV) 

DV 
absolute/relative 

Independent variables (IV), 
Individual level 

IV 
Country level 

Focus of 
the study 
(level) 

 Comparative Case Studies         

1 
Bernhardt, Noack & 
Lyngstad 

2008 
2 (Norway, 
Sweden) 

Logistic  SSFWL, NSNF 2003 
Ideal division of routine 
housework & division of 
routine housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

- Micro 

2 
Bianchi, Nazio, 
Lesnard & Raley 

2014 
3 (France, Italy, 
U.S.) 

Logistic, OLS  FTUS, ITUS, ATUS 
2009-2010 (FTUS), 
2008-09 (ITUS), 2003-
2007 (ATUS) 

Paid work & unpaid work Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- 
Micro & 
macro 

3 
Bittman, England, 
Sayer, Folbre & 
Matheson 

2003 2 (Australia, U.S.) OLS  ANTUS, PSID, NSFH 
1993 (ANTUS), 1985 
(PSID), 1987 (NSFH) 

Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

4 Cooke 2006 
3 (Eastern 
Germany, Western 
Germany, U.S.) 

OLS  ISSP 1994 
Responsibility for routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

- 
Micro & 
macro 

5 
Crompton, 
Brockmann & 
Lyonette 

2005 
3 (Britain, Czech 
Republic, Norway) 

Logistic  ISSP  1994 & 2002 

Division of routine 
housework (grouped into 
traditional, non-
traditional) 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

- Macro 

6 Evertsson & Nemo* 2004 2 (Sweden, U.S.) OLS  PSID, SLLS 
1974-2000 (SLLS), 
1973-1999 (PSID) 

Change in time spent in 
routine housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

7 
Gershuny, Bittman 
& Brice* 

2005 
3 (England, 
Germany, U.S.) 

Fixed-effects; 
survival 
analysis  

GSOEP, BHPS, PSID 
1992-2000 (BHPS), 
1984-1989 (PSID), 
1985-1993 (GSOEP) 

Change in division of 
routine housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

8 
Gershuny & 
Sullivan 

2003 
6 (Canada, 
Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden, U.K., U.S.) 

Linear  MTUS 1985-1992 
Paid work, unpaid work, 
leisure time 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

9 
Gimenez-Nadal, 
Molina & Ortega 

2017 2 (Germany, Spain) Fixed-effects  MTUS 2002-2009 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

10 
Gupta, Evertsson, 
Grunow, Nermo & 
Sayer 

2015 
2 (Sweden, 
Western Germany) 

Linear  GSOEP, LNU 
1999 (GSOEP), 2000 
(LNU) 

Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

11 
Hofäcker, Stoilova 
& Riebling 

2013 
3 (Bulgaria, Eastern 
Germany, Western 
Germany) 

Logistic  GGS 2006 
Division of routine 
housework, division of 
childcare 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

12 
Lewin-Epstein, Stier 
& Braun 

2006 2 (Germany, Israel) OLS  ISSP 2002 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative Economic, attitudes - Micro 

13 Neilson & Stanfors 2014 
3 (Canada, 
Germany, Italy, 
[Sweden]) 

OLS  MTUS 1991-2003 
Paid work, division of 
routine housework & 
division of childcare 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Macro 

14 
Sullivan, Coltrane, 
McAnnally & 
Altintas 

2009 
3 (Norway, Sweden, 
U.K.) 

Descriptive 
statistics 

MTUS & HETUS 1990-2000 
Time spent in routine 
housework & childcare 

Absolute - Work-family policies Macro 

15 Sullivan 2010 2 (U.K., U.S.) OLS  MTUS & AHTUS 1970-2011 
Time spent in routine 
housework & childcare 

Absolute Sociodemographic - Micro 

16 
Zabel & Heintz-
Martin 

2013 
3 (Eastern 
Germany, Western 
Germany, France) 

Linear  GGS 2005 
Responsibility for routine 
housework 

Relative 
Sociodemographic, family 
structure 

- Micro 
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17 
Aassve, Fuochi & 
Mencarini 

2014 9 OLS  GGS 2004-2010 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

- Micro 

18 Altintas & Sullivan 2017 15 
Linear, 
logistic  

MTUS 1971-2010 
Time spent in routine 
housework, time spent in 
childcare 

Absolute - Work-family policies Macro 

19 Breen & Cooke  2005 22 OLS  ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative Attitudes Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

20 Davis & Greenstein 2004 13 Logistic  ISJP 1991/92 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

- Micro 

21 Dotti Sani 2014 23 Logistic  ESS 2010/11 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, work-family 
policies 

Macro 

22 Fahlén 2016 10 OLS  ESS 2010/11 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Norms, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 

23 Geist 2005 10 Logistic  ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

- 
Micro & 
macro 

24 Heisig 2011 33 OLS  ISSP 2002 
Time spent in routine 
housework, division of 
routine housework 

Absolute & 

relative 

Economic, sociodemographic, 

family structure, attitudes 
Economy 

Micro & 

macro 

25 
Kan, Sullivan & 
Gershuny 

2011 20 
Linear 
extrapolation; 
OLS 

MTUS 1961-2004 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

26 Moreno-Colom 2017 19 
Descriptive 
statistics 

HETUS 1998-2004 
Time spent in routine 
housework, time spent in 
childcare 

Absolute Economic Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

27 Nordenmark 2004 10 Logistic, OLS  ISSP 1994 Paid work, unpaid work Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Norms Macro 

28 
Sullivan, Billari & 
Altintas 

2014 13 OLS  MTUS 1970-2011 

Time spent in childcare 
& time spent in routine 
housework (in 
combination) 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Change over time 
Micro & 
macro 

 … thereof using Multi-level Analysis 

29 Altintas & Sullivan 2016 19 MLA MTUS 1971-2010 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute - - Macro 

30 Batalova & Cohen 2002 22 MLA ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms 
Micro & 
macro 

31 
Davis, Greenstein & 
Gerteisen Marks 

2007 28 MLA ISSP 2002 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

32 Fuwa 2004 22 MLA ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms, work-
family policies 

Micro & 
macro 

33 Fuwa & Cohen 2007 33 MLA ISSP 2002 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

34 Geist & Cohen 2011 13 MLA ISSP 1994 & 2002 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms, work-
family policies 

Micro & 
macro 

35 Hank & Juerges 2007 9 MLA SHARE 2004 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

36 Hook 2010 19 MLA MTUS 1965-2003 
Time spent in routine 
housework, time spent 
cooking 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Economy, Year, Work-
family policies 

Macro 

37 
Iversen &  
Rosenbluth 

2006 14 MLA ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework, paid work 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure 

Economy, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 
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Year of 
publication 

Countries 
Method 
(Regression) 

Data 
Year of  
data collection 

Dependent variables 
(DV) 

DV  
absolute/relative 

Independent variables (IV),  
Individual level 

IV  
Country level 

Focus of 
the study 
(level) 

 Multi-Country Studies using MLA, continued 

38 
Knudsen &  
Wærness 

2008 34 MLA ISSP 2002 
Time spent in routine 
housework, division of 
routine housework 

Absolute & 
relative 

Economic, attitudes 
Economy, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 

39 Ruppanner 2010 25 MLA ESS 2004 
Time spent in routine 
housework, division of 
routine housework 

Absolute & 
relative 

Economic, sociodemographic, 
attitudes 

Economy, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 

40 Ruppanner & Treas 2015 25 MLA ESS 2004 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy 
Micro & 
macro 

41 Tai & Treas  2013 32 MLA ISSP 2002 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Work-family policies 
Micro & 
macro 

42 
Tamilina &  
Tamilina  

2013 25 MLA ESS 2004 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative Economic, attitudes 
Economy, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 

43 Thébaud 2010 18 MLA ISSP 2002 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, work-family 
policies 

Micro & 
macro 

44 Treas & Tai 2016 20 MLA ISSP 2012 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Norms 
Micro & 
macro 

45 
Van der Lippe, de 
Ruijter, de Ruijter & 
Raub 

2011 17 MLA MTUS 1965-1998 
Paid work, time spent in 
routine housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms, work-
family policies, change 
over time 

Micro & 
macro 

46 
Van der Lippe, 
Treas & Norbutas 

2017 
26 (2004)  
27 (2010) 

MLA ESS 2004 & 2010 
Time spent in routine 
housework 

Absolute 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms 
Micro & 
macro 

47 
Voicu, Voicu & 
Strapcova 

2009 24 MLA ESS 2004/05 
Time spent in routine 
housework & division of 
routine housework 

Absolute & 
relative 

Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms, work-
family policies, change 
over time 

Micro & 
macro 

48 Yodanis 2005 22 MLA ISSP 1994 
Division of routine 
housework 

Relative 
Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Norms 
Micro & 
macro 

 Edited Book Containing Comparative Case Studies & Multi-Country Studies  

49 Treas & Drobnič  2010 2-35 

MLA, 
descriptive 
statistics, and 
others  

ISSP, MTUS, GSOEP, 
LNU, PSID, and others 

1965-2007 
Time spent in routine 
housework & division of 
routine housework 

Absolute & 
relative 

Economic, sociodemographic, 
family structure, attitudes 

Economy, norms, work-
family policies 

Micro & 
macro 

Notes: * Micro-level longitudinal study. Independent variable categories: economic variables (e.g. contribution to household income, paid work, earnings, income, paid work hours, occupational 
status), sociodemographic variables (e.g. age, education, educational homogamy, gender), family structure (e.g. household size, household type, marital status, children in the household); 
attitudes (e.g. gender ideology, attachment to paid work, fairness-beliefs in division of routine housework), economy (e.g. gender pay gap, GNP, economic inequality, labor force participation, 
skill specificity), norms (e.g. gender norms, religious structure), work-family policies (e.g. welfare regime type, gender inequality, gender empowerment, public expenditure), change over time 
(e.g. fertility on country level) 
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